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The compassionate, inspiring service offered by our 
volunteers earned them the prestigious National Star 
Award for Service to the Community. In 2016, seventy-
two volunteers provided for the needs of our neighbors 
and 4 helped out in the office. Some volunteers drive 
and provide office support. These generous folks 
make ECHHO possible. 

ECHHO 
$ERXW�(&++2 

ECHHO will celebrate our 20th year in 2017. We 
were founded in 1997 with a mission to help the 
elderly, low income and disabled persons of East 
Jefferson County to live independently and with 
dignity in their own homes, regardless of faith, age, 
ability or income. Our volunteers help their neigh-
bors by providing transportation, chores, social 
support and medical equipment without cost. 

In 20 years of service, ECHHO has helped over 
7,500 individuals. Our volunteers have driven over 
850,000 miles and contributed more than 67,000 
hours of service. Our staff loans thousands of 
items of medical equipment every year, from offic-
es in uptown Port Townsend and in locations in 
Port Ludlow, Quilcene and Brinnon.  

ECHHO works in collaboration with the Boeing 
Bluebills, St. Vincent DePaul and Jefferson Transit, 
to ensure that our care receivers' needs are met in 
the best ways possible. We also act as an infor-
mation resource, referring people to other agencies 
best suited to handle requests that we are not able 
to accommodate. 

 

:KR�8VHV�(&++2
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Jefferson County has the largest number of seniors 
in Washington State, and 10th most in the United 
States, with over 5,000 households (42%) with peo-
ple over 65. ECHHO has served 20% of residents 
over age 80, and we have helped people from age 1 to 
112! 

9ROXQWHHU�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV 

We are all likely to cycle through periods of disability 
in our lives. Many people use ECHHO just once, but 
some need a lot of help over a long period of time. In 
addition to providing transportation for routine medical 
and dental appointments, our volunteers have also 
provided transportation for patients needing kidney 
dialysis, radiation treatments and chemo-therapy. We 
often take people to medical service providers in Se-
quim, Poulsbo, Silverdale and even as far as Seattle! 

Volunteers also help with shopping, trips to the phar-
macy or to social service agencies. In 2016, 1,204 
people got help getting to medical appointments and 
received other services from ECHHO volunteers. 

 
 

 

³/LIH� KDSSHQV�� DQG� LW� VRPHWLPHV�
EULQJV� XQSOHDVDQW� VXUSULVHV� �1R�PDW�
WHU� KRZ� ZHOO-SUHSDUHG� ZH� WU\� WR� EH��
WKH�XQIRUHVHHQ�VWLOO�PDQDJHV�WR�DUULYH��
&ULVLV� DQG� GLIILFXOW\� DUH� QR� UHVSHFWHUV�
RI� VWDWXV�� WKH\� DUH� HTXDO� RSSRUWXQLW\�
RIIHQGHUV�� DQG� LW¶V� FRPIRUWLQJ� WR� NQRZ�
WKDW� D� KHOSLQJ� KDQG� LV� DYDLODEOH� WR�
GHDO�ZLWK�WKHP� 

,Q� P\� RZQ� H[SHULHQFH� (&++2� KDV�
EHHQ� D� UHOLDEOH� VDIHJXDUG� DJDLQVW� XQ�
VSHDNDEOH� DOWHUQDWLYHV� � (VSHFLDOO\� LQ�
WKRVH� PRPHQWV� ZKHQ� WKLQNLQJ� LV� GLV�
WUDFWHG� E\� FULVLV�� WKH� UHDG\� SUHVHQFH�
RI� (&++2� KDV� SURYLGHG� DQVZHUV�
ZKHQ� ZH� FRXOG� EDUHO\� IRUPXODWH� WKH�
TXHVWLRQV� � 2YHU� WKH� \HDUV�� VL[� PHP�
EHUV�RI�P\�IDPLO\�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�QHHG�
HG� HTXLSPHQW� ZLWKRXW� KHVLWD�
WLRQ� � 7KHUH� LV� QR� WKLUG-SDUW\� HYDOXD�
WLRQ��QR�TXDOLI\LQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQ��QR�ZDLW�
LQJ� SHULRG� RU� WLPH� OLPLWV�� DQG� LQ� RQH�
FDVH�� WKH� YROXQWHHU� ZDV� WKHUH� WR� DV�
VLVW�ODWH�DW�QLJKW�LQ�WKH�SRXULQJ�UDLQ� 

7R�EH�VXUH��(&++2� LV� OLPLWHG�RQO\�E\�
WKH� DYDLODELOLW\� RI� YROXQWHHU� WLPH� DQG�
GRQDWHG� LWHPV� � 7KH\� VXIIHU� QR� VKRUW�
DJHV� RI� HLWKHU� ZLOOLQJQHVV� RU� LQ�
WHQW� �3OXV�� WKH\�JLYH�DOO�RI�XV�D�UDWKHU�
DPD]LQJ� GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� RI� FRPPXQLW\�
DW� LWV� EHVW�� DQ� H[DPSOH� IRU� ZKLFK� ZH�
DUH� ULJKWO\� JUDWHIXO� DQG� YHU\�� YHU\�
SURXG�´ 

$�1RWH�RI�$SSUHFLDWLRQ�IURP 
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Our two main services are transportation and medical 
equipment loans. In addition we can arrange for minor 
home repairs, grab bar installation, wheel chair ramp 
construction as well as friendly visits to shut-ins. 



 

(TXLSPHQW�/RDQ�6HUYLFHV 

ECHHO's free equipment loan program is man-
aged by staff from our office in uptown Port 
Townsend. There is no prescription necessary to 
pick up equipment (but electric scooters do re-
quire a doctor’s note). 

In 2016, we provided 1,942 individual items. 
There are no time limits on loans and if necessary 
we can deliver such items as hospital beds and 
lift chairs to the homes where they are needed.  

:KR�6XSSRUWV�(&++2
V�0LVVLRQ�" 

ECHHO's work grows each year through the dedication 
of its volunteers and staff and with support from the 
Olympic Area Agency on Aging, United Good Neighbors, 
WSDOT, Jefferson Healthcare, the First Federal Com-
munity Foundation, local churches, businesses, civic 
groups, charitable foundations and individual donors. 
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If you would like to help your community, please con-
tact the ECHHO office to inquire about joining us in the 
very satisfying work we perform. Call us at (360) 379-
3246 or email echhopt@qwestoffice.net. If you value 
ECHHO's work but are unable to volunteer your time, 
please consider helping us with your tax-deductible 
donation. Your donation can be mailed to: 
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1XPEHU�RI������9ROXQWHHU�'ULYHV 

Medical 
Appointments 

1,006 

Monitor 
20 

Errands 
139 

Chores 
281 
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ECHHO is here to help! No 
prescription needed, no in-
surance company approval 
required, no bureaucracy to 
deal with - just neighbors 
helping neighbors. Isn’t that 
what community is all 
about? ECHHO changes 
lives one volunteer at a time! 
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2007�� 2008�� 2009�� 2010�� 2011�� 2012�� 2013�� 2014�� 2015�� 2016�� 

604 640 
793 846 902 970 

1067 1079 1140 1204 
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+RZ�LW�DOO�EHJDQ 

In 1997 our founders, Bruce and Jeanetter Travis, be-
gan to invite folks to rally together and prepare the deliv-
ering of LOVE to the residents of our county. They visit-
ed every pastor in the area, regardless of denomination, 
to present their plan for making this possible. The re-
sponse was exciting—people came together, setting 
aside their differences and focusing on the enormous 
challenges of helping so many folks in need. 

Since it’s humble beginnings, ECHHO’s volunteer pool 
has grown to include a diverse group of caring people 
from different religious (and non-religious) backgrounds 
who all have one thing in common—the desire to help 
build a loving community where no one is left alone to 
fend for themselves in difficult times. 
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7RP�%UDQLJDQ %RDUG�0HPEHU 

.ULV�'DYHQQ\ %RDUG�0HPEHU 

0DU\�)HHQH\ %RDUG�0HPEHU 

'RULV�+DUG\PDQ %RDUG�0HPEHU 

%LOO�-DPHV %RDUG�0HPEHU 

+HDWKHU�7LOOPDQ %RDUG�0HPEHU 

%UXFH�7UDYLV %RDUG�(PHULWXV 

-HDQHWWH�7UDYLV %RDUG�(PHULWXV 

%RDUG�RI��'LUHFWRUV 


